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A DIFFERENT OUTLOOK  
 

Talk & Discussion with Jerry Engler 
Fiction, Short Story, Poetry 

 & the Writing Business 
 
 

June 20, 2009 
1:30 - 4:00 pm 

 
Rockwell Public Library 

5939 E. 9th Street 
Wichita, Kansas  

 
Next Board Meeting 

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 
6:00 to 8:00 pm 

Watermark Books, Wichita 

Join KWA For only $30.00 or Less 
This will give you a one-year membership, our 

monthly newsletter, and a membership card which 
entitles you to discounts to our various programs 

and seminars.  Send your check to: 
KWA, P.O. Box 2236, Wichita, KS 67201 

NOTE:  2009 Dues Prorated Eff April 1 
See Page 3 for Details. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS            

June 20 - Jerry Engler, Author & Poet 

July 18 - MacWriters from McPherson 

 August 15 -  Stan Finger, W. Eagle Reporter 

 

       Want more info?  Check out 
kwawriters.org/workshops.htm 

Novels — Nonfiction — Children’s Fiction — Short Stories— Romance — Memoirs — Poetry — Fiction — Screenwriting — ALL WRITERS 
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NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS 
�

 
New  

 
Marilyn Helburg 

 
 
 

Renewals  
 

Joyce Markley 
Alan Murray 

Dwayne Smither 
 
 
  

The Kansas Writers Association is a  
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   

Our mission is to inform, support, 
encourage, and promote the writer. 
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Market Place 
Markets, News, & Contests 
As always, please visit the websites or send 
a SASE for complete guidelines.  More 
websites of interest on page 7. 

NOTE:  See OTHER section on page 3 
for additional multiple  market listings.        

POETRY 
For poetry markets, check out 
www.thepoetrymarket.com, listed as one 
of Writer's Digest's 101 Best websites for 
Writers 2007.  For general info, send an 
email to:  tpme@thepoetrymarket.com.   
 
The Great American Poetry Show 
(www.tgaps.net) is looking for poems!  
Submit any subject, any style, any length, 
any number, any time by email or by mail 
with SASE. Previously published poems 
and simultaneous submissions are wel-
come.  The Great American Poetry Show, 
P.O. Box 69506, West Hollywood, CA  
90069  info@tgaps.net.  
 
New Love Stories—Poetry  Will buy 
global, electronic and internet rights in all 
languages as well as future anthology 
rights.  You may not resell your story be-
fore it is published in Love Stories Maga-
zine.  After you sign the release they will 
issue a payment of $50 to $75 to you on 
publication along with complementary 
c o p i e s  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e . 
www.newlovestories.com/poems.html.  
 
Poets & Writers Magazine (pw.org) has an 
excellent website with free info on contests 
and submissions calendar.  They also offer 
a monthly email of upcoming contests.  
 
Small Press Database   Info on 147 small 
presses including Cherry Pie Press which 
publishes work of women poets in Ameri-
can Midwest.  Submission guidelines at    
www.SmallPressDatabase.com. 
 
Youth & Up :  Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg 
Poetry Prize.  Prizes ranging from $1,000 
to $25,000.  Entrants must be under age 40 
on 11/06/2009.  Deadline:  October 17, 
2009.   www.dorothypr izes.org/
checklist.htm. 
 

                     FICTION 
 
Main Street Rag is seeking short fiction 
to fill two anthologies on the following 
themes: (1) unique small-town characters 
and (2) eccentric women. No deadline—
when they have enough to fill an anthol-
ogy, they will close submissions. For de-
tails, send SASE to Main Street Rag, P.O. 
Box 690100, Charlotte, NC 28227-7001 or 
www.mainstreetrag.com.  
 
New Love Stories—Fiction  Overall 
theme should involve short stories of 
Male/Female love and romance.  These 
stories may be contemporary, historic, 
inspirational , paranormal, or any other 
theme as long as love and romance are 
the main thrust of the story.  Story length 
range from 3,000 to 5,000 words. Pays up 
to $300.  www.newlovestories.com/
wrgu.html. 
 
Family Chronicle  Based in Toronto, Can-
ada.  90% circulation in U.S.  Payment 
varies but not less than $55 per page and 
average considerably  higher.  2,000-7,000 
words.  Article likely to be accepted if 
i n f o r m a t i o n  w e l l  p r e s e n t e d .  
www.familychronicle.com/anotes.htm. 
 
Freelance Writers  Pays $50-$300  Blue 
Mountain Arts.  www.writersweekly.com/
marketsandjobs. 
 
Family Circle Fiction Prize  No Entry 
Fee.  One grand prize winner will receive 
$750, publication in Family Circle, certifi-
cate for one online mediabistro.com course 
(valued at $610), and one-year AvantGuild 
membership ($49 value).  Two runners-up 
will each receive $250, one-year Avant-
Guild membership, and publication on 
familycircle.com.  Enter short story up to 
2,500 words.  Deadline:  August 31, 2009.  
www.parents.com/family-life/fitness/
stress-relaxation/fiction-contest-winners/?
page=12. 
 
Nano Fiction Prize  First annual NANO 
Prize for flash fiction piece of 300 words 
or less.  Winner receives $500.  $12 Entry 
Fee for first three pieces, and $2 for each 
additional piece.  Deadline August 1, 
2009.  www.nanofiction.org/contest.html.  

NON-FICTION 
 
Y’All Magazine  of Southern People.  Its 
unprecedented editorial mix of music, 
sports, movies, politics and more captures 
today’s Southern spirit.  Queries must be 
on or about Southern celebrities or extraor-
dinary ordinary Southerners, or elements 
of Southern culture.  Fiction or  true life.  
Pays 15 cents a word.  www.yall.com/
guidelines.shtml. 
 
National Association of Memoir Writers 
Free e-Book.  Begin Your Memoir Now—
Sign up for newsletter, online workshops, 
writing a healing memoir, make your sto-
ries sparkle, find your story structure.  
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/. 
 
After Dark Magazine  Currently seeking 
non-fiction articles and essays which re-
flect the general subject matter discussed 
on America’s largest overnight radio pro-
gram in history, “Coast to Coast AM.” In 
general, the areas of interest are broad.  
They include life after death, paranor-
mal, psycho-spiritual, demonic posses-
sion, exorcism, theoretical physics, 
apocalypse, Earth changes, weather pat-
terns, UFO’s, alien abductions and phe-
nomenal sightings, remote viewing, fu-
turism and predictions, animal mutila-
tions, spontaneous human combustion 
Big Foot, and more.  1,200-1,800 words. 
www.coasttocoastam.com/gen/afterdark. 

Highlights Foundation   Write for chil-
dren.   Short stories of true life or your 
o wn ad ventu res  gro wing  up .   
www.highlightsfoundation.org.  

National Geographic Traveler Magazine  
Five or more features about U.S. & foreign 
subjects.  Destinations, adventure, main-
stream, accessible to most.  2,500 words.  
www.nationalgeographic.com/.traveler/
writer-guidelines.html. 

MEMBER REQUEST:  Two hours a 
week Thursday afternoons assisting with 
murder mystery book, computer work & 
proofreading.  Contact Kay Wallace 945-
0137 westsider near Wichita airport. 






 
�
����� �� ��������� �� ����������
� � ������ � � � ���������������	
������������ �����  

 OTHER 
 
WritersOnlineWorkshops.com Online 
instruction in fiction, non-fiction, business 
writing, grammar and more.  Write at 
home, set own schedule and get one-on-
one feedback from professional, published 
writer.  http://links.mkt230.com/ctt?kn. 
 
Plain View Press, a 30-year-old independ-
ent publishing house accepting book 
manuscripts—high literary standards, col-
laborative process, activist orientation, 
poetry, fiction, non-fiction—on environ-
mental protection, peace, and gender, ra-
cial, and economic justice. Email: 
sb@plainviewpress.net —put “Query” in 
subject line or  plainviewpress.com.  
 
Gent ly  Read Literature, gent-
lyread.wordpress.com, is looking for re-
views, criticism, and essays on contempo-
rary poetry and literary fiction . 500 
words min (no max).  Email submissions 
to danielsumrall@yahoo.com. Put “GRL 
submission” in the title of email.  Submis-
sions must be in the body of the email or 
attached as an MS Word document. GRL 
publishes monthly; submissions received 
after the 15th of each month will be con-
sidered for the next issue.  

Diversion Press, a new small press, seeks 
book proposals for how-to, slice-of-life, 
academic, and other nonfiction works. We 
are also seeking children’s books, fiction 
and nonfiction short stories, and poetry. 
Please visit the Web site for submission 
guidelines and more information at  diver-
sionpress.com  or email questions to diver-
sionpress@yahoo.com. 

Nimrod Journal published twice a year.  
Its editors looking for new writing and 
works from established writers for their 
Journal.  Deadline October 31, 2009.  
www.utulsa.edu/nimrod. 
 
Big Hat Press  Self-Publishing company 
provides variety of binding styles, product 
options, help getting published.   
www.bighatpress.com. 
 
Historical Novel Society Conference  to 
be held June 12-14, 2009, in Schaumburg, 
IL.  Workshops, panels, 60 presenters.  
www.historicalnovelsociety.org/2009/
conference. 
 
 

Nebraska Summer Writers’ Conference 
to be held June 13-19, 2009, in Lincoln, 
NE.   Workshops on fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, memoir, publishing, visual arts, 
travel writing, internet and editor guides.  
nswc@unl.edu. 
 
NYC Pitch and Shop Conference  to be 
held June 14-17, 2009, in New York City.   
Pitch your book proposals to three editors 
from major New York publishing houses.   
www.nycpitchconference.com. 
 
Newman University hosting Children’s 
Literature Workshop June 19-20, 2009, 
Wichita.  $35/day non-credit.  $211 credit.  
www.newmanu.edu/kidslit.aspx.  
 
New Letters Weekend Writers Confer-
ence to be held June 26-28, 2009, in Kan-
sas City, MO.   www.newletters.org/
writingConferences.asp. 
 
Thrillerfest 09  NewYork City July 8-11, 
2009.  www.thrillerwriters.org/thrillerfest. 
 
Creative Freelancer Conference at Omni 
San Diego, CA, August 26-28, 2009.  
Register by July 15 & save $50.  
www.WritersDigest.com. 

Hawaii Writers Conference to be held 
September 4-7, 2009, in Honolulu.  Web-
site:  www.hawaiiwritersconference.com/
conference.php?page=Accommodations.  

Erma Bombeck Writers’ Workshops at 
www.humorwriters.org.   Next conference 
scheduled for Spring 2010 with more info 
by Fall 2009.  Email:  erma@udayton.edu. 

 
Member News 

 

Starla Criser (Starla Kaye) has sold three 
novels all published by Blushing Books:  
AIMEE’S COWBOY, BUYING TROU-
BLE, and TANGLED LIES. 
 
Starla Criser sold a short story, SO 
WRONG, SO RIGHT, to Red Rose Pub-
lishing with TBA release date. 
 
Arlene Rains Graber won First Place in 
Poetry Unrhymed Long Category with her 
poem, “A Simple Game of Golf” at the 
OWFI Conference in Oklahoma in May. 
 
 

Colleen Kelly Johnston’s story, “There’s 
Gold in Them Hills,” was published in 
May by Kansas Department of Wildlife & 
Parks magazine. 
 

Congratulations Members!!! 
 
          NOTICE   

   KWA MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 RATE INCREASE 

 
Effective:       April 1, 2009 
 
Adult  (age 21+)                       $30.00/yr 
Youth                                       $15.00/yr 
 
Discount Option:  Adult members who 
elect to receive the monthly KWA News-
letter by email only can deduct $5 from 
the yearly dues at renewal = $25.00/yr.  
Youth members will receive the newsletter 
by email only.   
 
NOTE:  Effective January 1, 2010, all 
KWA memberships will be due.  The ap-
proved prorated rates for 2009 allow a 
more fair transition to a one-time annual 
renewal.  If your annual membership is 
due in July, Aug, or Sept, 2009, your pro-
rated rate will be Adult/$13.00/mail, 
Adult/$10.00/email, or Youth/$6.00/email 
that covers your membership until the end 
of 2009.  Then on January 1, 2010, you 
pay the full annual rate of $30.00/$25.00/
$15.00.  Any questions?  Contact Jeanette 
Shepler, membership chair,  at 
alicesh@cox.net or 838-7599. 
 
All newsletters back to 2004 are available 
online at the KWA website: 
www.kwawriters.org/news.htm. 
 

 
SCENE OF THE CRIME 

All-Day Conference  
March 27,  2010 

 
Our next Scene of the Crime will be at the 
Hilton Wichita Airport.  Next Scene Com-
mittee Meeting will be on June 18 at 7 
o'clock at Borders-East.  Please contact 
Janet Bahl, Chair, at nuts4ks@cox.net  if 
you can assist.   Co-Chair: Erin O’Donnell.     
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Presidential 
 Ramblings 
 
 
  By 
 
Courtney Ruthven 
  KWA President 
 
Earlier this month I had an epiphany. 

I was at a commencement for one of my employees, and I was 
listening to the commencement speaker. She was giving advice 
to the new graduates. Later that day I went into my bathroom 
and what did I see on the cover of a magazine on the book shelf 
there, but an article that gave 465 ways to improve your life. 
That is if you only took these tips to heart. 

I flipped through that woman’s magazine and almost every arti-
cle had some kind of advise to the reader on ways to improve the 
look of a room, ones self, ones clothes and ones cooking. As I 
read I realized that everyone is looking to either give or to get 
advise on almost every aspect of his/her life.  I suspect that we 
women want to get advise more than men...but perhaps not. 
Even men seek ways to improve an aspect of their job or their 
hunting or fishing or automobile repair, etc., and they certainly 
are ready to give it…just as we women are. 

People enjoy giving and getting advice. Advise giving is part of 
what we people do. 

I realized that almost all non-fiction works that are not either 
autobiography (perhaps these have a heavy element of fiction, 
but who am I to say?), biography, or history are giving advise in 
one way or another. I further realized that there is a market there 
for the writer. The market ranges from the local throw-away 
paper to books published by one of the BIG publishing houses. 
Every women’s magazine and most men’s and trade magazines 
have articles of advice or ‘how-to’ in them, if how-to is not the 
major feature of the publication. 

So if you, as a writer, are feeling especially wise or just want to 
share your ideas, you can probably find someone to publish your 
article written about some ways to do something better. Investi-
gate this area.  It may be your way to get into professional writ-
ing, or at least a way to add a little pocket change to your life. 

Good luck, and keep writing. 
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Member Blogs & Websites 
· Keep your eye on the KWA Blog for group news, 

meeting notes, and items of interest to writers. Please 
join in the conversation!  kwawriters.org/blogs 

· Hazel Hart has a blog, “Steps on the Journey.”  
blog.seasonedaspirer.com. 

· B.D. Tharp writes her own blog at 
bdtharp.weebly.com.  

· Brian Johnson has a blog at www.blogger.com/
profile/ 12208345990889873506.  His blog has two 
parts; Ruminations of Thunder, about his storm chas-
ing, and That Damn Dash, about writing and anything 
else on his mind. 

· Tom Mach has both a website (www.TomMach.com) 
and a blog  (www.TomMach.com/blog).   

· Starla Criser website:  www.starlakay.com and 
www.starlakaye.com.   Two blogs:    blossom-
thewise.wordpress.com contains rambling thoughts of 
her beloved Blossom, the cow, heroine of many popu-
lar short stories.  starlakaye.wordpress.com contains 
musings about Starla's adventures in writing.  

· Kathy Pritchett  blogs regularly on her website 
www.myspace.com/katherinepritchett and on 
 katherine-pritchett.blogspot.com. 

· A. Lisette Walker is posting small writings and 
thoughts on writing, editing, and reading at squid-
killer.blogspot.com.  Seti is blogging about her life at 
singlenochaser.com.     

· Dave “Fedoradude” Norris has a professional web-
site at: davidlnorris.com, a personal website at fedo-
radude.com, and a photo website at fedo-
radude.smugmug.com.   

· Arlene Graber has a website at 
www.arlenerainsgraber.com. 

· Matthew Shaw has a blog at 
www.matthewtshaw.blogspot.com. 

· Sheri McGathy has a blog at sherimcgathy.com/sheri/
content/blog/. 

 
Have writing news?  Get something published?  Win a contest?  
Start a blog?  Be sure to let us know!   
Email  newsletter@kwawriters.org. 

�
�
�“My Goal in Life is to be as good of a person as my 
dog already thinks I am.”                  - Author Unknown�
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KWA May Meeting 

Betty Richards, Hazel Hart & Bonnie Tharp 

 
PUBLISH OR PERISH 

 
Betty Richards self-published her book, ARDIS HEIGHTS, in 
2008, through AuthorHouse, but she stated that “I’m not sure” 
whether to recommend self-publishing.  When doing it all your-
self, you have to market, sell, and promote the book yourself.  
It’s also difficult getting into chain bookstores to display your 
work.  If you have a targeted audience, such as a certain age, it 
works better.  Consignment, commission, and definitely pa-
tience are major requirements to self-publish.  
 
Hazel Hart contacted Lulu to self-publish her books, two of 
which are, THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS and THE 
NANCY NOLAN SHOW.  With self-publishing, the author 
must make most decisions on their own along with the costs.  
Lulu makes it easier, however, by uploading your book at their 
website and making available personnel that can assist you with 
the cover, advertising, fonts, headers, footers, for additional 
cost.   
 
Bonnie Tharp (BD Tharp) presented information provided by 
her publishing company, Five Star Publishing, who acquired her  
Novel, FEISTY FAMILY VALUES, in August, 2008.  Tradi-
tional publishing is a long process with intermittent steps that 
the author must accomplish before the product is finished 18 
months later.  She gave good ideas for how to cultivate patience 
and use your waiting time to create a marketing and promotional 
strategy for selling your book. 
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Neighborhood       

Watch 
 
 
        By 
 

Janet Bahl 
Newsletter Editor 

 
National Night Out is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4, 2009, 
from 6:00 to 10:00 pm in Wichita, Kansas, and throughout all of 
the United States.  This local event is supported by the City of 
Wichita and the Wichita Police Department along with other 
groups.   It is an event intended to help stamp out neighborhood 
crime. 
 
Neighborhood Watch groups are designed to do what their name 
says, “watch the neighborhood.”  Being chairman of my home-
owners’ association Neighborhood Watch of 42 homes, I fully 
support National Night Out.  NNO strives to reduce crime by 
encouraging communication and cooperation among neighbor-
hood residents and the police officers who patrol their area. 
 
You can get involved yourself by helping to organize your 
neighborhood for an area-wide gathering in August.  For in-
stance, you can assist by setting up barricades provided by the 
City and then serving a huge barbeque dinner in the street along 
with the nearby contributing homeowners.  You can plan a party 
at your own house, indoors or outside, in conjunction with sur-
rounding homes and have a meet-and-greet progressive snack 
supper.  Or, if there isn’t a lot of interest in your vicinity, why 
not serve some free lemonade or iced tea from your front porch 
and surprise your neighbors with a refreshing drink as they walk 
by that evening? 
 
If you are fortunate to accumulate sufficient interest at your lo-
cation for a party, be certain to register your function with the 
City at the link listed below.  Take note that last year Wichita 
ranked number five in the nation in city participation!  For more 
information, contact Officer Michelle Tennyson at 268-4101. 
 
In the meantime as a writer, you can watch a neighbor or a com-
bination of two or three neighbors (but don’t tell them) who just 
might suddenly develop into a fabulous new character for that 
empty slot in your novel, short story, or article that you’ve been 
struggling to fill.  Persons you know, ones you observe from a 
distance, or characters you create in your mind can really evolve 
into fascinating reading for others. 
 
Have a fun summer! 
 
Website:  http://www.wichita.gov/CityOffices/Police/
Support+Services/Administrative+Bureau/CommunityAffairs/
National_Night_Out_main.htm 
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Board Bits: 
Publishing 
 
              By 
 
Betty Richards 
KWA Member At Large 

 
 
I recently self published a novel, and it’s given me cause 
to ponder the state of the publishing world.  It’s a sad 
story.  Publishing has become a victim of our changing 
times.  It gives one cause to stop and evaluate why you are 
writing...and it had better be because you love to write.  
It’s very unlikely, especially if you write fiction, that you 
are going to become famous or make a lot of money, or in 
the case of self publishing, that you are even going to 
break even.  
 
Accepting the above and understanding why you write, if 
you are determined to hold your very own book in your 
hands (which is a wonderful thing), there are a number of 
ways to get published. 
 
I’ve never gone the traditional route of query letters and 
looking for an agent, but I’ve heard stories that make your 
hair stand on end.  However, if you are a patient person, 
have two or three years to wait, you tend to be lucky, and 
are willing to submit to numerous changes, a traditional 
publisher will give you valuable support, and you might 
even make money. 
 
If you are in a hurry and have a nest egg set aside, consider 
self publishing.  It is fast, but unless you pay big bucks, 
you are on your own.  There are a number of choices to 
make and one needs to do their homework and have a full 
understanding of what different self publishers can and 
cannot provide.  Be aware!  You are about to start a new 
business and launch a new project, which can leave you 
more frustrated than a rejection letter ever will.  Market-
ing, selling and promoting are difficult and time consum-
ing. 
 
In the end—write because you love to write—and then 
publish anyway. 
 
 
 
“Succeeding...requires equal parts compulsion, commit-
ment, and talent.”   -  Lin Enger 
 

 
A Writing Tip:   
Have Courage 
 
             By 
 
B.D. (Bonnie) Tharp 
2008 KWA President 
& KWA Advisor 
 
 
You may recall from the Wizard of Oz that what the cow-
ardly lion needed was “courage”.  The same thing applies 
to writers.  We all need courage to put our thoughts down 
on paper, to share them with others, to hear critiques, to 
learn new ways of making our work better, as well as just 
sharing the fact that we are writers. 
 
At first, it was hard for me to say “I’m a writer” out loud, 
and when I put it on my income tax return for the first time 
I felt like a fraud.  Are you a writer if you’ve never pub-
lished?  The answer is – Yes.  Are you a writer if you’ve 
never been paid for your work?  The answer again is – 
YES.  If you write on a consistent basis with a goal in 
mind of completing a body of work, then “you are a 
writer.” 
 
It takes a great amount of courage to handle the rejections 
that inevitably come after the submissions are made.  Use 
them to improve your work.  Use them to toughen up.  Use 
them to wallpaper your utility room.  Have the courage to 
accept that not everyone will love your work.  It may be 
just misfortune that you send a story to an editor about 
horses, and she is terrified of them and won’t give it the 
attention it deserves.   
 
Writing is not always “comfortable.”  The white page is 
very daunting; just start writing and see what develops.  In 
fact, it takes a lot of courage to write beyond what is com-
fortable.  Stretching the character and story beyond normal 
limits can make it more interesting.  Challenge yourself 
and the result will be a much more compelling story for 
the reader.   
 
Have the courage to never give up, whether your goal is to 
write greeting cards, a memoir, the greatest American 
novel – whatever it may be, get started and keep going 
until it’s as complete as you can make it.  Don’t be afraid 
to try and don’t be afraid to fail.  Failure is learning what 
doesn’t work.  Having the courage to go on is worthy of a 
medal, just like the wizard gave to the lion, I give a virtual 
medal to each and everyone one of you who are writing.   
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Critique Groups 
The Quill to Computer Guild    Group for begin-
ning writers of all genres.  Informal, discuss variety 
of topics. Borders coffee shop, 1715 N. Rock Road 
7:00 pm Tuesdays.  For more information, contact 
Linda Graves at 945-5535, info@sgdrugfree.com. 
 
Websites of Interest  
 
Reading and Writing 
· Want to do some internet writing without main-

taining a blog?  www.helium.com 
· Looking for  Free lance oppor tun i t ies?   

fundsforwriters.com 
· Ghost Ranch  Make 2009 your year of transforma-

tion.  A Ghost Ranch course holds promise of learning 
and self-discovery.  www.ghostranch.org 

· Looking for somewhere to go on vacation?  Check out 
the Shaw Guides writing conference database.  
writing.shawguides.com 

· The Screenwriters Web offers articles, columns, tu-
torials, interviews, etc.  breakingin.net 

· Fiction Addiction  has resources for fiction writers 
and readers.  fictionaddiction.net 

· Author Nation is an online community for authors, 
writers, poets, and readers.  www.authornation.com 

· Looking to get the word out about your writing?  
Check out Author ’s Den.  www.authorsden.com 

· Catch up on your reading through daily emails!  
www.dailylit.com 

· The Pacific Northwest Writers Association 
(PNWA),  www.pnwa.org, has a free online magazine 
Author, which offers writing articles, book reviews, 
and video interviews with new and best-selling au-
thors. www.authormagazine.org 

· Looking for something a little bit different?  This 
site is described as the web’s alt-press playground.  
www.newpages.com 

· Writing tips info .  www.compulsivereader.com/html   
 
Markets 
· Grants & Markets www.fundsforwriters.com 
· Writing Markets , agents, publishers, contests, ad-

vice, etc. WritersMarket.com 
· Novel & Short Story Writer’s Market 

www.novelandshortstory.com 
· Children’s Writers & Illustrators Market 

www.cwim.com 
· Poet’s Market www.poetsmarket.com 
· Songwriter’s Market www.songwritersmarket.com 

Research 
· According to their website, Bartleby is the preemi-

nent Internet publisher of literature, reference and 
verse, provided free of charge.  www.bartleby.com   

· Don’t know quite what you’re looking for?  Ref Desk 
offers all kinds of information and links, as well as 
news.   www.refdesk.com 

· Wikipedia is written by users.  Some of them know 
what they’re talking about, some don’t.  This can be a 
good starting place, but it has a lousy reputation for 
accuracy.  If you do find something on here, be pre-
pared to verify it at another site. www.wikipedia.com     

· Have a question but can’t find the answers?  
www.howstuffworks.com 

· The State Library of Kansas offers many items, not 
just books.  kansas.lib.overdrive.com 

· About.com is a great source for all sorts of informa-
tion, from the technical to the supernatural.  Each 
topic has its own host.  www.about.com 

· The Kansas Historical Society has back issues of 
small town newspapers.  www.kshs.org/collections/
newspapers 

· Check your facts.  http://www.factcheck.org.  
 
Reference 
· Can’t find the word in your dictionary?  Check out the 

Unabridged Dictionary.  dictionary.com 
· Looking for a different word?  Try the Thesaurus, 

which also includes a dictionary & encyclopedia.  
www.thesaurus.com 

· Too many “he said, she said”?  Use the Word 
Counter, which ranks the most frequently used words 
in any given body of text.  www.wordcounter.com 

· Hear how your writing sounds.  Audio Reader reads 
your 2,000 words back by using one of four voices. 
www.readplease.com 

· Afraid your genius was inspired by someone else?  
Check for Plagiarism.  www.plagiarismchecker.com 

· Coming up short?  Need a breath of fresh air?  Be on 
the lookout for Clichés.  http://cliché.theinfo.org 

· Not quite sure if something you’ve heard is legit?  
Check out the details at Snopes!  www.snopes.com 

 
Editors 
· Independent Editors Group  www.bookdocs.com 
· Consulting Editors Alliance consulting-editors.com 
· Publicity www.publicityhound.com 
 
Legal 
· Have any Legal Questions? literarylawguide.com/

resources.htm 
· Sound too good to be true?  It probably is.  Check out 

Writers Beware Alerts.  www.sfwa.org/beware 
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2009 KWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT - Courtney Ruthven  
VICE-PRESIDENT - Sonny Collins 
TREASURER - Mikelle Fraizer  
SECRETARY - A. Lisette (Seti) Walker 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Janet Bahl 
MEMBER AT LARGE - Betty Richards  
MEMBER AT LARGE - Kerry Johnston  
HISTORIAN - Dave Norris  

PROMOTIONS MANAGER - *** OPEN ***  
WEB SITE COORDINATOR - Erin O’Donnell 
ADVISOR (Past President) -  Bonnie Tharp 

 
2009 KWA CHAIRPERSONS  

CONTEST CHAIR - Ray “Grizzly” Racobs 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR - Jeanette Shepler 
SCENE OF THE CRIME CONFERENCE: 
 CHAIR - Janet Bahl 
 CO-CHAIR - Erin O’Donnell 

Newsletter Submissions 
Members send your newsletter submissions (articles, member 
news, or other writing input) by the 20th of each month to:   

Janet Bahl 
12401 E. Killarney Street  
Wichita, KS 67206-4159 

newsletter@kwawriters.org  
 
All emails should have “KWA” in the subject line and at-
tachments can be submitted in Microsoft Word format.  
 
 
The Kansas Writers Association is a not-for-profit 501  
(c) (3) organization. 

KANSAS WRITERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 2236 
Wichita, KS   67201 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
· Calendar of Events 

· New & Renewing Members 

· Market Place 

· Member News 

· Membership Dues Prorated 

· Presidential Ramblings 

· Member Blogs & Websites 

· May Meeting Info  &  Editorial 

· Board Bits 

· A Writing Tip 

· Websites of Interest    
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Visit our Web Site at:  www.kwawriters.org 

Our Mission Statement 
 

To inform, support, encourage,  
and promote the writer. 

June  2009 


