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Have you ever considered writing about your own life?
This month, KWA member Phyllis Rowland joins us to discuss memoir writing.
Phyllis fell into teaching a memoir class in 1993 at Jacksonville University in
Florida. She later published her curriculum as a workbook, How to Write Time
of Your Life Stories in Ten Easy Steps. Calendar

Novel Writing Seminar 4

A few years later, Phyllis started The Memory Catchers, « May 13: Scene Confer-
a business writing memoirs for other people. She has ence Planning Meet-
since helped more than 300 people write and publish
their stories. Today she still teaches a weekly memoir
writing class, and she prints some of her own stories
each year for her chil dr eenufet RegularMeets t ma s

ing. (Following regular
meeting)

Phyllis has also ghost-written a 546-page historical ing. Greating Charac-

memoir for her 7th great-grandmother, an ordinary ters
housewife of the 17th century.
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Member News|

Jennifer Sparlin's humorous ghost story, "Ghosted,” was pub-
lished in the May issue of Liover of Darkness.

B.D. Tharp has scheduled the following readings and signings
for her novel, Feisty Family Values:

o May 13, 7 p.m., Haysville Community Library, 210 8. Hays,
Haysville.

o May 20, B:30 p.m., Ark City Public Library, 120 E. ath Ave.,

_ Arlene Rains Graber had a reading and signing for her book,
Arkansas City. Devoted ta Traveling, April 18 at Watermark Books. Members of

e May 27, Derby Public Library, 1800 Walnut Grove Road, her critique group were amang those attending. From left to right:

Hazel Hart, Bonnie Eaton, Arlene (seated), and Vicki Hermes-Bond.

Derby. B:30 p.m., Joyful Page Turners Book Club; 7:30 p.m.,
public signing.
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Board Bits: The Lament of the Published Writer

By Sonny Callins two cents worth. And itismost  joy the accolades you so richly de-
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the publicity, book signings, etc.,
etc.
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find most frustrating is the

NEED to rewrite the work once
you have finished it. The actual act
of imagining a story and then put-
ting it into words is something to
be relished and enjoyed. Then real- Then you get
ity sets in. Itis not perfectinthe  the proofs and
first draft, no matter how much spot even more mistakes. And to
one might think itis. Thisisthe  make matters worse, they
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Scene Writing Contest Winner Announced
Patricia Bonine from Topeka is the

winner of the Crime Scene Writing KWA
Contest held on March 27 during the cé/Scene \e
KWA Scene Conference. She wins a Conference
$50 Walmart gift card for her story 2010

based on the mock crime scene staged
in one of the rooms at the Hilton Wichita Airport.

|

The contest judge noted that Patricia obviously put a lot of
thought and time into her story because it was the best entry
Room 105 at the Hilton Wichita Airport was transformedinto received. Congratulations!

a mock crime scene for the writing contest at the KWA Scene

Conference. Mark your calendars now for the next KWA Scene Confer-

ence, scheduled for March 19, 2011,
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Kansas Writers

Association

P.0. Box 2236
Wichita, KS 67201

Newsletter Submissions

Submit articles and member news by the 20th of the month to Erin
Perry 0'Donnell at newsletter@kwawriters.org or to our address

above. Put "KWA" in the subject line for emails, and please send in-
formation in the body of the email, not as an attachment.

Join KWA

Let a membership through Dec. 31, our monthly newsletter, and a
discount on our programs and seminars. Dues are $20 for a mailed

newsletter, $17 for emailed newsletter, and $10 for a youth member-

ship (under 21). Membership forms are online at
www.kwawriters.org. Renewals are due Jan. 1. Send your check to:

KWA, P.0. Box 2236, Wichita, KS 67201

.‘_ 0
[he Kansas Writers Association is a not-for-profit

Jlc)(5) orgamization.

[ http://www kwawriters.org ]

KWA Co-Founder Presents Novel Writing Seminar in Wichita

Gordon A. Kessler brings his
guide Novel Wrriting Made Sim-
pleto life this month at a special
daylong seminar. Learn how to get
your story started, write it effec-
tively from beginning to end, and
get it published. Topics will focus
on writing dynamic:

Characters & Characterization

Conflict, Action, Suspense &
Plot

Setting, Imagery & Description

Dialogue & Internalization
(Thought)

o Narration & Exposition
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as well as queries and synopses.

Bring your notebook and story
samples to take part in exercises
for practical writing experience.

About the Instructor: Gordon A.
Kessler is the author of two
thriller novels, Jezebel and Dead
Reckoning. As a co-founder of
Kansas Writers Association, he
was also the group's first presi-
dent and is currently their honor-
ary ambassador. His website,
www.WritersMatrix.com, is a
resource and Internet landing
page for all writers.

Novel Writing Made Simple:
The Seminar

When: Saturday, May 22, 3 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Where: Holiday Inn, Kellogg & Rock Road

Cost: $20 in advance or $25 at the door
(if seating is available). Lunch not
included.

Info: Email gordon@gordonkessler.com,

call 316-208-636!, or visit
www.WritersMatrix.com/NWMS-
Seminar.html
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