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Calendar 

 May 15: Scene Confer-

ence Planning Meet-

ing. (Following regular 

meeting) 

 June 19: Regular Meet-

ing. Creating Charac-

ters 

Memoirs are back and hotter than ever. Some of the 

best-selling and best-loved books in recent memory are 

recalled from the writerõs own life, including Elizabeth 

Gilbertõs Eat, Pray, Love, Julie Powellõs Julie and Julia, 

and Augusten Burroughsõs Running with Scissors. Just 

this spring, comedienne Carol Burnett and former First 

Lady Laura Bush both released memoirs.  

Have you ever considered writing about your own life? 

This month, KWA member Phyllis Rowland joins us to discuss memoir writing. 

Phyllis fell into teaching a memoir class in 1993 at Jacksonville University in 

Florida. She later published her curriculum as a workbook, How to Write Time 
of Your Life Stories in Ten Easy Steps.  

A few years later, Phyllis started The Memory Catchers, 

a business writing memoirs for other people. She has 

since helped more than 300 people write and publish 

their stories. Today she still teaches a weekly memoir 

writing class, and she prints some of her own stories 

each year for her childrenõs Christmas gifts. 

Phyllis has also ghost-written a 546-page historical 

memoir for her 7th great-grandmother, an ordinary 

housewife of the 17th century. 

Mastering the Memoir 

Our mission: 

to inform, 

support, 

encourage, 

and promote 

the writer. 

MAY WORKSHOP 

Saturday, May 15 

1:30-4 p.m. 

Rockwell Library 

5939 E. 9th St. 

Wichita 

Editor: Erin Perry O’Donnell 

Membership Survey: Your Input is Important! 
Enclosed this month youõll find our 

2010 membership survey. The KWA 

Board is working hard to make sure 

our organization is meeting the needs 

and the expectations of its members ñ 

but we wonõt know what they are 

unless you tell us. Think about why 

you joined KWA. Do you come to 

meetings? Are there practices or events 

that youõd like to see us try?  

Please take a moment to share your 

thoughts. You may also take the survey 
online at www.kwawriters.org. Thank 

you! 
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By A. Lisette Walker 

KWA President 

 
The KWA 

Board has done 

a lot of work 

this yearñitõs a 

bit of a surprise 

to realize that itõs only May! 

Our April board meeting was used 

to recap the Scene 2010 conference 

and decide how to proceed with 

future conferences. We decided 

that a Scene conference will be held 

yearly on the third Saturday of 

March. The size will varyñthis 

year was a òbigó year, with two 

tracks and multiple workshops. 

Next year will be a òsmalló year, 

with one or two speakers (we hope 

it will be very similar to the agent 

and editor conference we hosted in 

2008). 

Believe it or not, itõs already time to 

start working on the Scene 2011 

conference! There will be a plan-

ning meeting after this monthõs 

regular meeting, and we hope that 

you can attend to provide sugges-

tions and assistance. 

Our annual writing contest was 

also discussed. Rather than an-

nouncing the winners at our De-

cember meeting, we will announce 

them at the Scene conference. You 

will not have to pay to attend the 

awards ceremony. 

The Board has been focusing on re-

structuring our monthly meetings 

to cover the elements of good writ-

ing (tense, plot, point of view, etc.) 

as well as keep our presentation on 

various topics (poetry, writing for 

children, etc.). Our meetings will 

have a new format. We will have a 

presentation, then discuss an as-

pect of writing, and finish with a 

short writing exercise. If you have 

any suggestions for topics or speak-

ers, please let one of the Board 

members know. 

Longtime member Phyllis Rowland 

will be giving a talk on memoir 

writing at our meeting this month. 

Iõll lead the discussion on the ele-

ment and providing the writing ex-

ercise. I hope to see you there! 

Keep writing! 

Presidentõs Remarks: Changes Coming for Conference & Contest 

Jennifer Sparlin’s humorous ghost story, "Ghosted," was pub-

lished in the May issue of Cover of Darkness. 

B.D. Tharp has scheduled the following readings and signings 

for her novel, Feisty Family Values: 

 May 13, 7 p.m., Haysville Community Library, 210 S. Hays, 

Haysville. 

 May 20, 6:30 p.m., Ark City Public Library, 120 E. 5th Ave., 

Arkansas City. 

 May 27, Derby Public Library, 1600 Walnut Grove Road, 

Derby. 6:30 p.m., Joyful Page Turners Book Club; 7:30 p.m., 

public signing. 

Member News 

Arlene Rains Graber had a reading and signing for her book, 

Devoted to Traveling, April 18 at Watermark Books. Members of 

her critique group were among those attending. From left to right: 

Hazel Hart, Bonnie Eaton, Arlene (seated), and Vicki Hermes-Bond. 
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Board Bits: The Lament of the Published Writer 
By Sonny Collins 

KWA Board Member-at-Large 

 
As a writer, one of the things I 

find most frustrating is the 

NEED to rewrite the work once 

you have finished it. The actual act 

of imagining a story and then put-

ting it into words is something to 

be relished and enjoyed. Then real-

ity sets in. It is not perfect in the 

first draft, no matter how much 

one might think it is. This is the 

part of writing I hate. The endless 

editing and rewriting, spell-

checking and getting the grammar 

correct. If I really wanted to do all 

of this, I would have become an 

English teacher. 

Of course it doesnõt stop there. 

Once you have got the book to 

your idea of perfection, the pub-

lisher or editor has to put in their 

two cents worth. And it is most 

generally not what you want to 

hear. This means another couple of 

weeks poring over your words and 

tightening or cutting out those 

things you so 

meticulously 

had put there to 

begin with. 

Then you get 

the proofs and 

spot even more mistakes. And to 

make matters worse, they 

are YOUR mistakes, not the pub-

lisherõs, the editorõs, or the 

printerõs. Back to another round of 

fixing what you thought wasnõt 

broke. 

The payoff is when you finally 

have that published book in your 

hands, and you know it has been 

written to the best of your abili-

ties, that you can sit back and en-

joy the accolades you so richly de-

serve. If you believe this, please, 

I've got some swamp land to sell 

you. The work has only just be-

gun. Getting your book into 

the hands of the 

readers is the 

hardest part of 

being a writerñ

because in this 

day and age, the 

publisher wants you to do most of 

the publicity, book signings, etc., 

etc. 

My final words of wisdom are this. 

If you are in it for the moneyñget 

out. Fame probably wonõt find you 

either. But if you have a love for 

putting words together to tell a 

story, then that is all that matters. 

Write until there are no more 

tales left in you to tell. Only then 

will it be THE END! 

It is not perfect in the first draft, no 

matter how much one might think it 

is. This is the part of writing I hate.  

Patricia Bonine  from Topeka is the 

winner of the Crime Scene Writing 

Contest held on March 27 during the 

KWA Scene Conference. She wins a 

$50 Walmart gift card for her story 

based on the mock crime scene staged 

in one of the rooms at the Hilton Wichita Airport. 

The contest judge noted that Patricia obviously put a lot of 

thought and time into her story because it was the best entry 

received. Congratulations! 

Mark your calendars now for the next KWA Scene Confer-
ence, scheduled for March 19, 2011. 

Scene Writing Contest Winner Announced 

Room 105 at the Hilton Wichita Airport was transformed into 

a mock crime scene for the writing contest at the KWA Scene 

Conference. 



KWA Co-Founder Presents Novel Writing Seminar in Wichita 

Newsletter Submissions 
Submit articles and member news by the 20th of the month to Erin 

Perry O’Donnell at newsletter@kwawriters.org or to our address 

above. Put “KWA” in the subject line for emails, and please send in-

formation in the body of the email, not as an attachment. 

 

Join KWA  
Get a membership through Dec. 31, our monthly newsletter, and a 

discount on our programs and seminars. Dues are $20 for a mailed 

newsletter, $17 for emailed newsletter, and $10 for a youth member-

ship (under 21). Membership forms are online at 

www.kwawriters.org. Renewals are due Jan. 1. Send your check to: 

KWA, P.O. Box 2236, Wichita, KS 67201 

P.O. Box 2236 

Wichita, KS 67201 

Kansas Writers 

Association 

http://www.kwawriters.org 

The Kansas Writers Association is a not-for-profit 

501(c)(3) organization. 
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Gordon A. Kessler brings his 

guide Novel Writing Made Sim-
ple to life this month at a special 

daylong seminar. Learn how to get 

your story started, write it effec-

tively from beginning to end, and 

get it published. Topics will focus 

on writing dynamic: 

 Characters & Characterization 

 Conflict, Action, Suspense & 

Plot 

 Setting, Imagery & Description 

 Dialogue & Internalization 

(Thought) 

 Narration & Exposition 

as well as queries and synopses. 

Bring your notebook and story 

samples to take part in exercises 

for practical writing experience. 

About the Instructor: Gordon A. 

Kessler is the author of two 

thriller novels, Jezebel and Dead 
Reckoning. As a co-founder of 

Kansas Writers Association, he 

was also the group's first presi-

dent and is currently their honor-

ary ambassador. His website, 

www.WritersMatrix.com, is a 

resource and Internet landing 

page for all writers.  

Novel Writing Made Simple: 

The Seminar 

When: Saturday, May 22, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Where: Holiday Inn, Kellogg & Rock Road 

Cost: $20 in advance or $25 at the door 

(if seating is available). Lunch not 

included. 

Info: Email gordon@gordonkessler.com, 

call 316-208-6961, or visit 

www.WritersMatrix.com/NWMS-

Seminar.html  


